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The modem meaning of NO WOMEN TRADITION in Mt. Omine

Sugendo is a Japanese mountainous religion. The Yamabusi people believing in and practicing Sugendo went into the scared
and miraculous mountain to practice it. The mountains where the Yamabusi people are active have been closed for women
since foundation of Sugendo. However, with the change of times, the ban on most of the mountains was lifted except Mt.Omine.
The people who oppose to lifting the ban are the Sugendo religious order, YaKo, a group of believers, and Dorogawa residents
who live in the stopping place. The reason of objection by all three groups was ‘Preserving tradition’

The order tried to lift the ban celebrating 1300th year since Enogyoja passed away with the change of times but had to
withdraw the plan due to fierce objection by the Yako people. The believers constituting Yako believe that they themselves
have a image of trainers who haven’t join the Sangha. Since the Yako people attend ceremonies related to Mt.Omine and practice
training in Mt.Omine, the meaning of the tradition is much stronger than that of others. Dorogawa residents who have made
a living by providing accommodations and meal, and selling stomach medicines make a practical argument that the number
of visitors will decrease once the ban is lifted.

The article reconsidered the arguments by the three opposing groups focusing on Mt.Omine which is still closed for women
based on the Foucault’s cultural power. The cultural power means to ironically control, discriminate or exclude humans who
themselves made the culture.

The order concerns that there might be conflicts between a group of believers and the believers might leave the order, Yako
fears that their status might fell greatly and Dorogawa residents worry about suffering from the hardships of life if the ban
is lifted. All of them, therefore, oppose to lifting the ban in the name of tradition. But indeed the three groups have abolished
or reduced the size of closed area to their convenience and the times. In other words, the main force of the cultural tradition
is males and they have been pursuing profits taking advantage of the powerful tradition.



