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Comparative study on the canal development and water management between 

South Korea and Japan 

The purpose of this paper is to examine the water quality of canals in Korea and Japan.  The canal used to be an important 
maritime means of transportation. As sewage was flowing into the closed water in canals, the quality of water in canals has 
been rapidly deteriorated.  Therefore, it requires further consideration of how to manage the canals.   

Japanese government planned to fulfill water quality improvement corresponding to the geographical characteristics of each 
region in Japan. Specifically, Japan tried to work on the river management, emphasized the governance built up among the 
government, local governments, and non-governmental organization, and pursued a symbiotic relationship of people and water 
by the Clear Stream Renaissance 21, the new concept of river management.  

Korean government has recently completed the canals in south Korea, and it resulted in certain water quality problems.  
To refer to history, it is recommended to investigate the successful cases of managing water quality of canals in Japan, and 
to derive ideas of how to manage the canals in Korea.   




