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Porco Rosso by Hayao Miyazaki

- An Animation Study -

Kim, Hwa-Young

Porco Rosso was created by Hayao Miyazaki in 1992, based on his original work Hikotei Jidai (The Age of the Flying 
Boat) released in a monthly magazine Model Graphix. In the political background of the Yugoslavia wars and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, Miyazaki presents in his works people who wish to leave their warring reality. Miyazaki mentioned that 
Marco in Porco Rosso is the reflection of middle-aged himself and he wanted to represent, through Marco, anti-fascism, anarchism, 
and further his anti-war stance. This study analyzes Porco Rosso by a few key words and examines its both common and 
specific characteristics in comparison to other works by Miyazaki.

First, images of a pig were analyzed. A pig, normally considered dirty and lazy, is the main character here and is also a 
part of the title itself. In Porco Rosso at least, a pig is depicted as someone in his middle age who is true to himself and 
follows his heart. Next, meanings of the color “red/crimson” were examined. Pigs are in pink in general. Miyazaki, however, 
focused on the sacrifices that Marco made for his friends as well as the sacrifices done by his friends. Thus, he highlighted 
the color “red” representing sacrifices and incorporated the character of a simply flying pig with a valuable meaning. The same
color and its embedded meaning can also be applied to Marco’s flying boat. Lastly, Piccolo’s repair shop and the island where 
Marco lives in were taken together to examine women’s gender roles in Utopian places. Women are strong and more independent 
than men in Porco Rosso, which is in line with the women’s gender roles in other works by Miyazaki.




