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‘Westemization of Japanese Women’s (Clothing Style in the Taisho period

The Taisho period is perceived as the starting point from which Japan started taking its shape as a modern state as industrialization
proceeded compressively across the Japanese society. As industrialization resulted in development of cities, this period enabled
modern lifestyles and subsequent novel cultural experiences to be widely diffused to a wider range of people and the society
they inhabited on the whole. In this sense, it can be said that of such epochal changes, the sociocultural way in which clothing
style has changed also takes a central position.

The tendency that clothing style has becomes westernized during the Taisho period is as follows: [1] the plain imitation
of westernized clothes, [2] the negotiated style that selectively compromises Japanese and western styles in terms of how clothes
are worn and [3] the westernized style that adopts and slightly improves elements of traditional clothing styles. While the first
and second styles tend to be shown as clothing styles that encompass the sense of showing-off that trendy clothes can be worn
as well as aspiration of western culture and its clothes, the third style as pragmatic aiming at ameliorating immobility of traditional
clothes keeping pace with urban and industrial development.

This westernized phenomenon that emerged from the Japanese clothing style lies in the historical backdrop that has something
to do with two factors. Firstly, then societal movement of improving lifestyle as a result of urbanization and, secondly, the
societal demand of clothes that could meet modern lifestyle by rectifying the immobility of traditional clothes which emerged
following painful experiences of such natural disasters as the Great Kanto earthquake in 1923. The popularization of women’s
magazine resulted in introducing Japanese women lifestyles of western women that included new styles of clothes, make-up
and hairstyles, through which Japanese people could experience and receive westernization relatively naturally.





