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A Study on the Change of Ethnic Identity of Second-generation Korean Japanese
through Participation in Social Movement

- Focus on examples of community activists P and S -

Park, Shin-Kyu-Ito, Hiroko

The purpose of this study was to analyze the characteristics of ethnic identity formed and changed through participation in
social movements as a second generation Korean -Japanese. For the purpose of this study, a Second-generation Korean-Japanese,
P and S who had experience in social movement participation in Japan were selected. The oral life history research method
was used.. The results are as follow: As a child, they became aware of their ethnic discrimination experience and the “Korean”
position. This is the basis for national identity growth. In their adolescence, each person’s ethnic identity is negated and established,
which makes a difference in future social movement participation. In their adult age, they act as national activists and community
activists, interpreting and strengthening potential ethnic identity. In the last present period, it was transformed into a civil solidarity
activist and a Kataribe activist, which can be expressed by the emergence of a fluid ethnic identity.

The content of their social movements, characterized by their period of life, has changed with the changes in Korean- Japanese
society and Japanese internal society. Rather than emphasizing the elements of ethnicity, the ‘ethnicity’ identity was diversifying
into moving people, peace, and coexistence with Japanese society through moving and moving expressions.



